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children described as a ‘‘kid at heart.’’ A man 
who loved music, Christmas lights, and the old 
car which he used to give rides to students 
and take his family on road trips. 

‘‘Chief’’ Wilson never met a stranger, and he 
remembered his students when he crossed 
paths with them years later. A faithful member 
of Washington Shores Presbyterian Church, a 
homeowner in the Washington Shores com-
munity for over 50 years, and a charter mem-
ber of Phi Beta Sigma Fraternity, Inc., his 
roots were deep. 

He will be missed by all. But I know that his 
positive influence will live on in his students, 
his program, and his incredible legacy for 
years to come. 
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Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the life of Sergeant William M. 
Bays, a beloved father and respected Amer-
ican hero who lost his life on June 10, 2017. 

Born October 17, 1987, in Barstow, Cali-
fornia, Sergeant Bays valiantly rose through 
the ranks since enlisting in the United States 
Army in 2009, eventually serving as a squad 
leader with D Company, 1st Battalion, 187th 
Infantry Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat Team 
of the 101st Airborne Division. 

Sergeant Bays’ reputation of steadfast self-
lessness, along with the numerous awards he 
earned for his service—including the Bronze 
Star and Purple Heart—are evidence of his re-
lentless dedication to safeguarding our na-
tion’s freedoms and values. His patriotic spirit 
and dedication to his country were rivaled only 
by his fervent commitment to his family and 
his enthusiasm for serving others. 

I join with his family and loved ones—includ-
ing his wife, Jasmin Bays, his children, and his 
extended family—in celebrating his accom-
plishments and recognizing his noble service 
to our nation. His outstanding legacy of patri-
otism and compassion lives on in each mem-
ber of his family and in all those who knew 
him. 

I am grateful for the Kentucky General As-
sembly’s dedication of this roadway in the 1st 
District of Kentucky, as it will serve as a testa-
ment to his extraordinary sacrifice, which is 
worthy of our deepest respect and admiration. 
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Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent from the chamber on Thurs-
day, December 20, 2018. Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ on roll call votes 
448, 455, 461, 466, 474, 475, 476, 477, 478, 
479, 480, 481, and 482. I would have voted 
‘‘nay’’ on roll call vote 467. 

Specifically, for roll call vote 448, the First 
Step Act, I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ enthu-
siastically in support of this legislation. Despite 

my delay in making it to the House floor, I 
would have supported this legislation due to 
the reforming of decades old policies that 
have plagued our criminal justice system. 
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to recognize Chief Michael Dono-
van’s forty-two years of service in California 
Law Enforcement. 

Chief Donovan was born in Oceanside, Cali-
fornia in 1961 and has dedicated his life to 
public service. He earned his Bachelor’s De-
gree in Human Resources Management and 
his Master’s Degree in Business Administra-
tion in 1989, both from California State Poly-
technic University, Pomona. His commitment 
to public service and law enforcement has 
made all the communities he has served, in-
cluding our community of Napa, California, a 
safer and better place to live. 

Over the course of his career, Chief Dono-
van has served in many different law enforce-
ment capacities. He was a police officer at the 
Sierra Madre Police Department, an Investi-
gator at the Baldwin Park Police Department 
and the Assistant Chief Investigator, and later 
Chief Investigator, at the San Bernardino 
County District Attorney’s Office. Since 2011, 
Chief Donovan has served as the Chief Inves-
tigator at the Napa County District Attorney’s 
Office. Chief Donovan is active in the law en-
forcement community. He currently sits on the 
California District Attorney Investigators’ Asso-
ciation Board of Directors as the Treasurer 
and Chair of the Training Committee. He also 
serves on the California District Attorneys’ As-
sociation Legislative Committee. Additionally, 
Chief Donovan is an active member in the 
local Napa Rotary Club and volunteers at 
many Rotary Club sponsored events. 

Chief Donovan has remained dedicated and 
motivated throughout his long career in law 
enforcement and public service. He is always 
willing to take on difficult projects and help 
others in the office. He draws on his depth of 
knowledge and experience in his profession to 
help others in his field. Mr. Speaker, it is 
therefore fitting and proper that we honor him 
here today. 
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Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, on December 19, 
2018 and December 20, 2018 I was absent for 
several roll call votes in order to attend the fu-
neral of a family member. Had I been present 
I would have voted in the following manner. 

Roll Call 437 Yea; Roll Call 438, the BOLD 
Infrastructure for Alzheimers Act Yea; Roll Call 
439 Yea; Roll Call 440 Yea; Roll Call 441 
Yea; Roll Call 442 Yea; Roll Call 443 Yea; 
Roll Call 444 Yea; Roll Call 445 Yea; Roll Call 
446 No; Roll Call 447 No; Roll Call 448 the 

First Step Act of 2018 Yea; Roll Call 449 Yea; 
Roll Call 450 Yea; Roll Call 451 Yea; Roll Call 
452 Yea; Roll Call 453 the Victims of Child 
Abuse Act Reauthorization Act Yea; Roll Call 
454 Yea; Roll Call 455 Yea; Roll Call 456 
Yea; Roll Call 457 Yea; Roll Call 458 Yea; 
Roll Call 459 Yea; Roll Call 460 Yea; Roll Call 
461 Yea; Roll Call 462 Yea; Roll Call 463 
Yea; Roll Call 464 Yea; Roll Call 465 Yea; 
Roll Call 466 Yea; Roll Call 467 No; and Roll 
Call 468 No. 
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Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to an influential and 
dedicated man from Philadelphia, David 
Fattah, Sr., a devoted servant of the commu-
nity and his family. Mr. Fattah passed away on 
December 5, 2018. I’d like to include in the 
RECORD the eulogy delivered by Ralph E. 
Blanks, Interim Pastor of Vine Memorial Bap-
tist Church in West Philadelphia. 

‘‘David Fattah, Senior has written the 
autobiography of his life. Today, we have 
read selected excerpts and pages from his life 
story. What a life extraordinaire as he and 
his beloved soulmate, Queen Mother Falaka 
Fattah made a difference in the lives of 
countless boys and girls thru the House of 
Umoja. Umoja, a Swahili word that means to 
strive and maintain unity in the family, 
community, nation and race. The opposite of 
unity is division and division is one of the 
weapons the devil has used for ages to divide 
us mentally, physically, and spiritually. This 
is why a race divided against itself cannot 
stand. The more united we are, the stronger 
we become. The more divided we are, the 
weaker we become. Today, David Fattah’s 
life reminds us to do all things necessary to 
unite and stay united. If we don’t do it, it 
won’t get done!!! There are some things that 
only we can do for us, by us, with us and to 
us!!!! 

Hear the words of the Lord speaking to us 
for this time as recorded in the book of the 
Prophet Isaiah chapter 58 verses 10,11,12: 

If you pour yourself out for the hungry and 
satisfy the desire of the afflicted, then shall 
your light rise in the darkness and your 
gloom be as the noonday. And the Lord will 
guide you continually and satisfy your desire 
in scorched places and make your bones 
strong; and you shall be like a watered gar-
den, like a spring of water whose waters do 
not fail. And your ancient ruins shall be re-
built; you shall raise up the foundations of 
many generations, you shall be called the re-
pairer of the breach, the restorer of the 
streets to dwell in. 

Councilman Curtis Jones, Jr. tells of a 
time when two street gangs were about to go 
to war and David drove up in a banged up, 
beat up police cruiser. Jumped out and stood 
in the gap between the two gangs and carried 
out shuttle diplomacy in the ‘‘hood’’. 

A husband, father, grandfather, patriarch, 
social engineer, community activist and 
today we add ‘‘restorer’’ to describe David. 

Restore means to bring back into exist-
ence; to use or reestablish; to bring back to 
a state of health, soundness or vigor. The 
communities and neighborhoods are calling 
out for someone like David to stand in the 
gap and restore civility, bring back respect, 
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